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Due to the absence of one of the presenters from abroad, Section 10 consisted of
only two presentations, one in Japanese and one in English.

Mitsuo Sawai’s presentation focused on a local political struggle in Yinchuan
city in Central China between factions of Khufiya Muslims. The striking point about
this presentation was Sawai’s attention to historiography: he based some of his study
on a careful consideration of oral history and the graves of local Muslims. This
approach, mixing the best features of history and anthropology, holds promise for
production of original and important research on the “people without history,” both in
China and elsewhere. Sawai’s use of video technology was also a notable feature of
his presentation.

Abdullah Mohammad asserted that the New Bush doctrineis clearly aimed at
the establishment of a unipolar global system in which Muslims have been designated
as the enemy. He pointed to four variables that brought about this situation: a phobia
regarding the Islamic Revolution in Iran; the “New Orientalism” of certain Western
scholars; the “Israelization” of political Islam; and the shallow and violent
interpretations of Islam offered by Bin Ladin and others. A lively discussion followed
Mohammad’s presentation. M odjtaba Sadria suggested that the apparent resurgence of
US power should force us to reevaluate the standard interpretation of the Vietnam War
and Ahmed Abdalla strongly asserted that M uslims needed to deeply reflect on the
mistakes made within their own communities.

(Michael Penn)
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The Mongolian Association of the Middle East Studies
MAMES 10

AFMA
AJAMES

Name of Association: The Mongolian Association of the Middle East Studies,
MAMES
Address: MAMES Secretariat Office, c/o Institute of Commerce and Business,
Flat #1 room 206, P.O. Box 404, Ulaanbaatar-48, Mongolia
Tel: 976-11-328741 Fax: 976-11-326748
E-mail: mames@ich.edu.mn
Founder of Association: Dr. Nyamzagd Sukhragchaa, Professor

The MAMES was founded with 23 Members on October 29, 2002. The rule of
the Mongolian Association of the Middle East Studies was confirmed on this
general meeting. President of the Association was elected from among the 7
directors who were elected from among regular members of the association by
voting of the first general meeting. The objectives of the Association are to
promote Middle East Studies within a framework of area studies and to support
the research and academic cooperation among members of MAMES. The
MAMES has the purposes to develop and strengthen with other domestic and
foreign institutions, and to exchange information and knowledge, and to
cooperate for research activities with related institutions. The activities of the
MAMES are to organize regular lecture and discussion meeting quarter year and
annual conference and special research meeting, and to support various research
projects initiated by members.
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