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6th AFM A Conferencein Tokyo
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
13-14 May 2006
JAMES holds the presidency of AFMA
in 2005-2006

The New President of AFMA

The 21st Annual Conference of JAMES (Japan Association for Middle East Studies) was
held in the National Museum of Ethnology, Suita, Osaka on May 14-15, 2005. In the
general meeting, the new Board of Directors was announced, under the new presidency of
Prof. Toru MIURA, Ochanomizu University. Prof. MIURA will act as a president of
AFMA until 2006.

AFMA President’sAddress

Therising of Middle East studiesin East Asia has now attracted the attention of the World.
The members of AFMA have participated in international conferences such as WOCMES
in Mainz (2002), and the MELA (Middle East Librarians Association) held in the special
session "The View from the East: Middle East Library Collections in East, South, and
Australasia’ at the MESA annual meeting in 2003.

AFMA’s activities have now reached the 2nd stage, ending the first rotation of the
presidency among KAMES, CAMES and JAMES. At the AFMA Council Mesting at
Pusan in 2004, the membership of MAMES was approved, and MAMES will have the
next presidency after JAMES.




The 6th AFMA Conference will be held in Tokyo in May 2006 on the theme of "Middle
East Perspectives from East Asia" The relations between the Middle East and East Asia
have a long tradition from early times, and are becoming stronger and more complex in
thefields of palitics, economics and culture. Middle East Studies has often been separated
from Asian Studies in Europe, USA and East Asia, as well in terms of research
organization. However, we can now find new approaches to Middle East Studies by
discussing past and present relations between the Middle East and East Asia from
comparative viewpoints. We look forward to your participation in the development of
Middle East and Idamic Studies at this turning point in the globalization of world
societies.
Toru MIURA, President of JAMES and AFMA
Professor of Ochanomizu University (Tokyo).
(Please see also the JAMES Presidential Address in 2005 “The 21st Year of JAMES”
posted at the JAMES website, in order to know more about the activities of JAMES.)

The 6th AFM A Conferencein Tokyo, 13-14 M ay 2006:

“Middle East Perspectives from East Asa: Diversifying the Middle Eadt
and Idamic Sudies’

In the year 2006, the 6th Asian Federation of Middle East Studies Associations
Conference (AFMA) will be held in Tokyo at the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
campus on 13-14 May under the title “Middle East Perspectives from East Ada
Diversifying the Middle East and Islamic Studies.”

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

First Day (13 May 2006)

Open Pand Discussion: The Evaluation of Asian Diplomatic Policies: The Middle East:
Experience in Japan, Korea, and China

(Panelists to be determined from members of AFMA)

(Discussants to be determined from AFMA and other organizations)

Second Day (14 May 2006)

3-4 Panels are to be held.

The subjects of these panels might be the following:

1. Democratization in the Middle East: Comparative Viewpoints from East Asia

2. The Understanding of the Middle East from East Asia Cultural and Social
Communication

3. The Middle East and East Asia in Global History



We welcome any offer from the members of AFMA to organize panels or to give
presentations.

See the “Call for Papers” bel ow.

L ocation:

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Fuchu-shi Asahi-cho 3-11-1, Tokyo, 183-8534, Japan

How to Participate in the AFM A Conference:;

|. For membersof AFMA (JAMES, KAMES, CAMES, and MAMES):

A. Call for Papers

A (1) If you want to present a paper and would like us to place you on a panel, please
provide the foll owing information:

- Your affiliation, postal address, tel ephone and fax numbers, and e-mail address

- Title and an abstract of approximately 100-150 words about your paper

A (2) If you wish to convene a panel, please provide the following information:

- Pandl title

- Statement of the purpose of the panel within 150 words

- Affiliations, postal addresses, telephone and fax numbers, and e-mail addresses of the
chair and discussant (if there is one) and the paper presenters

- Title and an abstract of approximately 100 words for each paper

IDEADLINE for ABSTRACTS. 30 September, 2005 |

B.ATTENDANCE

If you wish to attend, please provide the following information:

- Statement of interest

- Affiliation, postal address, telephone and fax numbers, and e-mail address
IDEADLINE: 31 December, 2005 |

Il For those who are not AFMA members:

A.DISCUSSANTSand COMMENTATORS

If you wish to attend as a discussant or commentator on one of the planned panels, please
provide the foll owing information:

- Statement about which panel you are going to participate

- Affiliation, postal address, telephone and fax numbers, and e-mail address

IDEADLINE: 31 December, 2005 |




B.ATTENDANCE

If you wish to attend, please provide the following information:

- Statement of interest

- Affiliation, postal address, telephone and fax numbers, and e-mail address
IDEADLINE: 31 December, 2005 |

Cost of Registration: To be announced

Accommodations: JAMES may receive some financial support to cover expenses for a
limited number of paper presenters in Tokyo. Further information will be provided in
October.

Contact: Executive Committee for the 6th AFMA Conference,

E-mail; afma2006may @yahoo.co.jp

FAX: 042-330-5543

c/o Prof. Masato lIZUKA

Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asiaand Africa,

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Fuchu-shi Asahi-cho 3-11-1, Tokyo, 183-8534, Japan
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