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JAMES

2 JAMES
10
2
PROGRAMS
November 29
Special Pandl: Searching for a New Partnership with the Middle East: Comparative
Perspectives from East Asia

Keiko SAKAI, Searching for a New Partnership with the Middle East: to Overcome
the Perception Gap between Japan and the Arabs

November 30
Panel 1: Socioecnomic Cooperation with the Middle East in the Globalization Era
Manabu SHIMIZU, BRICs and the Middle East: A New Perspective in the Eurasian
Economy

Panel 2: Demacracy and Palitical Development in the Middle East
Noriko SATO, The Peace of the Middle East and the Syrian Foreign Policy

Panel 3: Cooperation for Political and Economic Development between the Middle East
and Asia
Yasumasa KURODA, A Preferred Future Perspective: Northeast and West Asian
Community-building toward a Stable Democracy for Energy and
Environmental Security

Panel 4: Foreign Policies, Diplomatic Relations, and Security Strategies toward the
Middle East in Comparative Perspectives
Bukhary Essam, Toward a New Partnership between Asia and Gulf Cooperation
Council Countriesin Science and Technol ogy
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Panel 5: Oil Resource, International Cooperation, and Transnational Markets
Shinsuke NAGAOKA, The Emergence of Islamic Finance in the Modern World:
Understanding its Theory and Practice, and Reconsidering |slamic Economics

Panel 6: Evaluating and Developing Civil Society inthe Middle East
Reiko HAYASHI, Myths and Redlitiesin Population Trend in the Middle East

Panel 7: Historical and Cultural Perspectives on Building a New Partnership with the
Middle East
Maria KOSUGI, Japanese Comprehension of Islam: An Inquiry on the Trand ations of
the Qur’an from the Taisho era to Contemporaries

December 1
Special Panel: A New Partnership for Plant Exports and Energy Policies on the Middle
East: Experiences and Problems from Company Executives and Field Experts

The 4th Korea-Middle East Cooperation Forum and 15th International Conference
of the Korean Association of Middle East Sudies: Searching for Partner ships with
theMiddle East

Yasumasa KURODA  (University of Hawaii at Monea)

The 15" International Conference of KAMES and the Fourth Forum for Korea-Middle
East Cooperation opened in Lotte Hotel, Seoul on the 59" Anniversary of the day UN
Resolution 181 passed in 1947 that resulted in the protracted conflict of the Middle East.
KAMES, in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, selected “Search
for a New Partnership with the Middle East: Comparative Perspective from East Asia’ as
this year’s three-day conference theme. Eight JAMES members were invited, including
four graduate students. Although the temperature was colder than in Tokyo, the
conference was held in the warm atmosphere of friendship and hospitality provided by
the organizers. In addition to Arabs and East Asians, Iran, Netherlands, Russia and USA
were represented by at least one representative each. Such an international meeting
without Isragli representation would have been a well-nigh impossibility in the United
States.
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The Conference lasted two days and the third day was spent on a police-escorted bus
tour of the city for some. For others, sessions on practical aspects of doing business in the
Middle East were held in the morning. Many members of the Middle East delegations
were diplomats and officials in addition to scholars. This was the second conference this
reporter attended in which participants were transported by police-escorted bus in over 40
years of his academic life, the first being in Nakhodka during the Soviet days. This
reporter’s experience with organizing international conferences in the United States
involving high government officials such as former prime ministers, cabinet members and
others is that CIA, FBI and local police discreetly guard them in addition to SPs who
accompany VIPs. It is intriguing to observe how other nations organize conferences. |
was one of two scholars who participated in the morning tour of the city on the third day,
others being officials that took us to the National Museum and Chang-gyung Palace,
among other places. Guides at the Museum and Palace described the destruction of their
national treasures during the Japanese colonial administration as if it were simply a matter
of fact without any emotion.

The conference theme suggests presentations include not simply academic papers
but also normative and position papers as well. The conference opened with greetings
from participating organizations’ presidents consisting of CHAMES, JAMES, MAMES,
KAIS and KAMES. JAMES President Toru MIURA, after brief greetings, had Keiko
SAKAI speak on the perception gap between the Arabs and Japanese in historical
perspectives on the first day. She concluded by suggesting that apparent gaps between
Arabs and what she calls “Real Japan” derives from how the Japanese themselves
understand their own pre-war history. The MAMES President focused on trade while
KAIS concentrated on Korean-Middle East relations history. The last speaker was the
KAMES President who emphasized the role of soft or cultural ( ) power in
international relations through mass media. A Korean TV drama is very
popular in Egypt today riding on “Korean Wave” | ]. Perhaps the fact that we see that
the newly elected UN Secretary General is a Korean diplomat; Ban Kid-moon, may also
be a manifestation of the emphasis Koreans place on cultural power in international
relations. We ended the day with a welcome reception and sumptuous dinner in an elegant
dining hall.

The second day started with greetings from Acting Minister Myng-hwan YU of
Foreign Affairs and Trade followed by congratulatory addresses from Minister Adel
Tweisi of Culture from Jordan and Secretary General Wissam Al-Zahawie of Arab
Thought Forum followed by a plenary session, where four scholars, including JAMES
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member Manabu SHIMIZU, and Under Secretary, Mohamed Abdul Aziz Alahihi in the
Ministry of Economy and Planning from UAE, gave papers on socio-economic dynamics
in East and West Asian relations in the era of globalization. Brief discussions followed the
session before we adjourned for an elaborate luncheon.

Three pandls consisting of political, socio-economic and international dimensions of
the Middle East- East-Asian relations were presented in the first afternoon session. Each
panel had four paper givers and discussants. After a brief coffee break, the second session
on transnational markets, civil society and inter-regional cooperation composed of three
panels and 10 papers ensued before we adjourned. The day ended with ancther dinner fit
for diplomats and dignitaries.

The morning sessions of activities were divided into two groups, 1) two paper
sessions presented by research ingtitute researchers and experts in doing business in the
Middle East and 2) city tour group arranged by a newly established UNWTO ST-EP
Foundation in Korea. ST-EP stands for Sustainable Tourism Eliminating Poverty. The tour
included major tourist spots and in the afternoon Sam-sung factory just outside of Seoul
and those who attended paper sessions in morning joined the tour group. The final dinner
was at atraditional Korean restaurant.

This year’s KAMES meeting came in the aftermath of several important world
events. Korea’s demand for primary energy has not decreased this year, despite increased
price of oil. Korea spent the same amount of dollars purchasing ail in the first half of
2006 asit did for all of last year. China is successfully acquiring energy resources in parts
of the world where Korea or Japan are constrained to search. Korea depends on the
Middle East for nearly 80 percent of its oil supply. The United States clearly lost its
hegemony in the Middle East or for that matter, the world, as nearly all Neocons exited
the Bush administration this year. The petrodollar lost the strength it had since the end of
WWII. The year 2006 marks a watershed in the history in the Middle East in particular
and the world in general. The KAMES 2006 conference was characterized by concerns
for the restructuring of East-Asiaand the Middle East relations. The future is murky when
no one power predominates. Authors who dealt directly with the conference theme
include Muhammad Qattan, Paul Aarts, Manabu SHIMIZU, Yasumasa KURODA,
Oyunsuren Samdandash, Bilegsaikahn Munkhuu, Mohamed Abudul Aziz Alahihi and
Mustafa Barghouthi. There was some tension over the old issue of what to call the Gulf
that lies between Iran and the Arab states, but that ended rather quickly and the reporter
failed to observe any emotional outbursts throughout the Conference.
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Many speakers expressed appreciation for the host organizations. To accommodate
the needs and desires of participants from so many different countries and positions is a
herculean task that the organizing committee did quite well. Much of the Middle East was
represented, with the possible exception of two non-Arab countries. Although a few
Iranians were present, they played no active part as Isradlis were totally absent. Not only
were so many countries represented, but a wide range of age cohorts were present.
Confusion often exists where many different nationalities are assembled. If there were
any room for improvement for future conferences, perhaps closer attention could be paid
to detailed programs specifying times and places and instructions for participants given
out upon arrival. It is difficult to coordinate several organizations cosponsoring a
conference. Some universities in the United States have a conference coordinating office
whose specialists assist any organizations in the university community interested in
organizing international conferences from hotel accommodations to name tags and city
tours. Academic institutions should have such specialists who assist scholars, since they
are not familiar with how to organize conferences.

This first visitor to Korea has learned the importance its people and government
attach to cultural power in international relations and came home enriched with different
world perspectives. Komapsumnida indeed to the Korean hosts for their timely efforts to
organize such a memorable conference and for graciously inviting eight of us from
JAMES.
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