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The attack on October 7th, 2023, by Hamas and other armed groups, which have effective 

control over Gaza, Palestine, has triggered a conflict which has taken more than 10,000 

lives both in Palestine and Israel in just under a month. Hamas carried out indiscriminate 

attacks on a music festival and abducted hundreds of Israelis and foreigners, taking them 

to Gaza as hostages. Such actions can never be justified. 

     On the other hand, we are also grieving deeply for the enormous number of civilians 

who have been killed or injured by Israeli counterattacks. In addition, due to Israel’s total 

blockade of Gaza, the inhabitants of Gaza are facing a serious humanitarian crisis such as 

food and medicine shortages, deteriorating sanitary conditions, and the depletion of fuel 

supplies.   

Furthermore, this conflict is also creating major divisions around the world. It causes not 

only international and regional conflicts, but also hate crimes and acts of violence to be 

committed in several countries due to the ethnic and religious background of the conflict. 

The Japan Association for Middle East Studies is deeply concerned about this situation 

as an association of researchers of this region, including both Palestine and Israel. We call 

on both parties concerned for the following actions to de-escalate the situation as quickly 

as possible: 

 

1)  Immediate ceasefire. 

2)  Compliance with international humanitarian laws and the cessation of attacks on 

civilians and essential infrastructure for society, such as hospitals, schools, and water 

supplies. 

3)  Immediate release of all hostages. If the release were to be made gradually, priority 

should be given to releasing minors, elderly, and sick individuals. 



4)  Immediate lifting of the total blockade of Gaza. At the very least, a humanitarian 

corridor should be established to allow for the safe transit of sufficient humanitarian 

aid into Gaza, including food, medicine, and fuel. 

 

Furthermore, we call on the international community, particularly the Japanese 

government, to consider the following: 

1)  Prevention of the escalation of the conflict and collaboration to establish an 

environment conducive to a political solution. 

2)  Establishment of an international support system for the restoration of social and 

economic infrastructure destroyed by military attacks. 

3)  Development of a new framework, shared by the international community, for the 

final and permanent resolution of the issues following the de-escalation of the 

conflict. 

 


